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WELWYN HATFIELD BOROUGH COUNCIL 
CABINET – 9 MARCH 2021  
 
Recommendation from the Climate Change Sub-Group on 25 February 2021:-  
  

42. CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY 
 
 
Members considered the report of the Corporate Director (Public Protection, 
Planning and Governance) on the adoption of the Climate Change Strategy and 
maintaining a ‘live’ action plan of projects to be delivered by the Council and its 
partners.  
 
The following points were noted: 
 

- That the Council had, in June 2019, committed to reducing carbon emissions 
from the Council’s own estate and operations to net zero by 2030 

- The baseline position is that Welwyn Hatfield Borough emitted 629,000 
tonnes of carbon from industrial, commercial, domestic and transport activities 
in 2019 

- The baseline position is that Welwyn Hatfield Council emitted 2,507 tonnes of 
carbon from its own buildings, activities and transport in 2020 

- As part of the consultation process the Council hosted a virtual online ‘town 
hall’ event on 25 January 2021, allowing interested parties to debate the 
actions in the draft strategy and help the Council define the final version of the 
strategy and ongoing actions 

- The consultation took place alongside a wider engagement exercise the 
Council had undertaken as it looked to develop its Corporate Strategy, and 
this had generated further Climate Change related input 

- A significant amount of ideas had been generated. Whilst not all ideas had 
been translated into the current action plan, the action plan was intended to 
be a live document and these ideas could be added as the Council 
progressed 

- The proposed action plan focused on delivering those actions which delivered 
the greatest volume of carbon savings 

 
The Panel also advised that the report would benefit from a specific recommendation 
that efforts are focused on those projects in the action plan which offered significant 
carbon reduction, were in the Council’s control and could be achieved quickly. 
 
In response to feedback the following changes to the draft Climate Change Strategy 
were noted: 
 

- Increased reference to the scale of the problem 



- The latest policy developments, such as the Government’s 10 Point Plan to 
tackle Climate Change and deliver a green industrial revolution 

- Clearer division between those actions the Council had already taken, and 
actions it intended to take 

- Wording added to the net zero ambition to better reflect the motion and 
resolution carried by the Council in June 2019 and recognise legitimate 
technological and financial reasons why a 2030 deadline may need to be 
adjusted following a review 

 
RESOLVED: 
 
That the Climate Change Sub Group recommend to the Cabinet that it adopts the 
Climate Change Strategy and agrees to maintain a ‘live’ action plan of projects to be 
delivered by the Council and its partners. 
 
 
 


